Music ace in the classroom (applications for the general music teacher)
                                                                                                 By Dan Thompson
                                                                                                       Creative kid Music.com

I have been using Music ace 1 and Music ace 2 in the classroom for 12 years, primarily with my 2nd to 5th grade students. Whenever I mention that we are going to work on Music ace today, they all are excited and anxious to get started. I am fortunate to have 22 old Macintosh computers and 6 older Pc’s in my classroom. When my district switched form a Macintosh platform to a strictly Pc platform, I was able to acquire the older Macs that nobody wanted anymore. The good news is that Music ace works great on both of these older platforms! If you do not have a lab in your classroom you may want to consider using your schools computer lab or setting up a learning center with just a few computers

Advantages of using Music Ace in your classroom:

1. Students can learn at their own pace.

2. The program patiently adjusts and repeats the lesson.

3. Children enjoy playing the game after the lesson 

4.  It is easy to see how the student is progressing

5. It is very effective at teaching rhythm, notes and training there ear to hear the patterns and pitches of music

.
Students can learn at their own pace.
Every student learns at a different pace. Some students will fly through two or 3 lessons in one period; others will not be able to finish a lesson in two or 3 periods. When using Music Ace I allow each student to progress at their own speed. The faster learners can move ahead to the next lesson and the slower learners can take the time they need to really master the concepts. 

The program patiently adjusts and repeats the lesson

As you know, your students range from low to high in regards to their ability in music. 

When teaching a lesson you have to make sure that you challenge the high students and do not lose the low students because the lesson is over their heads. Music ace will go over a skill like rhythm, over and over again. It patiently adjusts the lesson by slowing down the rhythm or repeating a concept until they get it right.
Children enjoy playing the game after the lesson
After each lesson is a game the students can play to help reinforce what they have learned. The program will give them a score that indicates how well they are doing on the game. The kids love the challenge of trying to reach a certain score and I appreciate having a standard by which I can feel confident that they are learning the musical concepts. I will often tell the kids that if they reach a certain score playing the game, they can receive a token to use in the classroom. I know many of you are hesitant to use rewards in the classroom. Every teacher is different and the bottom line is for me it works! The kids in my classroom will work extremely hard to reach the goal or score that is established. It is important not to set the goal to high or you will lose your lower end students. If your higher end students easily reach the goal, I would have them go on to the next lesson so they are challenged.

It is easy to see how the student is progressing.

As students are working on the lesson, I will walk around and encourage and monitor how they are doing. If they are stuck on some part of the lesson it is a great time to give them help and see how they are doing. Their score on the game provides you with a quick checkpoint on how they are progressing.
It is very effective at teaching rhythm, notes and training there ear to hear the patterns and pitches of music

A lot of my students can pick out songs on the piano or play challenging rhythms on the drum. I feel that the time they spent working on Music Ace has helped them develop a musical ear and a feel for rhythm. Music Ace 1 has a section on pitch that is excellent at developing their sense of being in tune and higher and lower sounds. Students will slide a tuning bar up or down until it matches the pitch being played. Another lesson in Music Ace 2 has them follow the notes being played and tapping the corresponding rhythm on the keyboard. 
Summary
Whether you have a  computer lab with 30 computers or a 5 computer work center, Music Ace can have a very positive effect on your student’s musical experience. Even if all you have is a teacher computer and projector it can still provide a great way for the class to practice and learn their music concepts. I will often have the whole class do a lesson and game before they go to their individual computers. The students can come to the teacher computer and take turns interacting with the program. 

I feel that Music Ace is a great program that can help you effectively teach and motivate your students to reach their musical goals.  
